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9.    On the  24th April imported   in  this  river  the  Tryall sloop, Capt.
Samuel Elliott,  a small vessell freighted by the gentlemen at Fort Marl-
borough   to  carry  some advices to  the President and  Council of Fort St.
George.   That vessell had left Bencoolen in January, but not being able to
fetch to windward of Madras  and being in great want of provisions and
water, the master of her thought it more eligible to bear away for this place.
We supplied him with stores and provisions and advanced him at different
times 1000 Arcot rupees, intending to have dispatched her in August to the
Coast with the Bencoolen packett, but just as we were on the point of dis-
patching her the master wrote in a letter to the Board informing us she had
broke from her moorings, had lost all her anchors, her mast and bowsprit
and had likewise received much damage in her hull, to repair which would
require a great deal of time and expence; whereupon we thought it advisable
to discharge her from the Company's service, as she was an useless charge
to them, duplicate of her packett having been received at Madras sometime
before by the Duke.

10.   The Fanny snow which had been sent to Achin and the Streights
of Malacca for intelligence returned hither on the 5th June with information
that no French ships or vessells had been seen or heard of on that coast.

11.    Under this head it may be proper to inform Your Honors, that after
the departure of the squadron and dispatch of all the European ships, the
Master Attendant with Capt. Brohier and some commanders in the country
service and pilots were desired to take into consideration and report to the
Select Committee the most effectual method for destroying an enemy's fleet
in case an attempt should be made by them to enter into the river and
attack the settlement.   The report was given in  to the Select Committee,
and by them laid before the Board, the substance of which was that five boats
should be prepared to be filled with  combustibles in order  to burn their
ships in case they advanced up the river, that the pagoda at Ingelie should
be washed black, the great tree at that place cut down and the buoys removed
or their positions altered.   The Master Attendant and Captain Brohier were
accordingly ordered to purchase boats and materials for the above mentioned
purpose and to prepare everything for the execution of the scheme in case
of an enemy's fleet advancing up the river.   A sloop was likewise ordered to
lay at Ingelie to black the pagoda, cut down the tree, and the buoys were
taken up, but in the month of June the buoys were ordered to be replaced
and the .sloop at Ingelie withdrawn, as we had certain information of the
enemy's forces being landed on the Coast, and that our squadron was superior
to theirs, which removed our apprehension of their corning directly to the Bay
and rendered those precautions less necessary.   The boats and combustibles
were purchased before we received the  above advice and are now in the
Company's stores,

12.    We have already advised of the arrival of the Hardwick, Capt. John
Samson, and of the dispatch of the Mermaid sloop to Fort St. George with
the packett for that Presidency received per Hardwick.   The Mermaid left
Madrass the 18th October and is daily expected in the river.

13.   Upon the application of Capt Tedd we put on board the
as soon as she was off shore 200 tons of petre, as we have done likewise